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MOUNT SHASTA FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT       STATION 1
                   600 MICHELE DRIVE 

REGULAR BOARD MEETING MINUTES                 10:00 A.M. 

CHAIRMAN RICHARD KLIEWER               VICE-CHAIRMAN JOHN ANDERSON 

   DIRECTOR HOYT   DIRECTOR LIBBY   DIRECTOR MILLER 

CHIEF RICK JOYCE  ASST. CHIEF JOHNATHAN DUNCAN SECRETARY SARAH PATANIA 

MONDAY, JUNE 10, 2013 

ITEM 
 
1. Call to Order and Flag Salute. 10:04 a.m. 

 
2.  Roll Call. 

Director Libby absent.  Director Miller, Hoyt, Anderson, and Kliewer present. 
 

3. Approval of Minutes for the Regular Board Meeting of May 13, 2013. 
Director Kliewer asks if there are any questions regarding the approval of the minutes for the 
May 13, 2013 Board meeting.  No questions.  Director Hoyt motions to approve the minutes, 
Director Anderson seconds, and motion carries 4-0. 
 

4. Public Comment on Open/Closed Session Items:  This is an opportunity for members 
of the public to address the Board on subjects within its jurisdiction, whether or not on the 
agenda for this meeting.  The Board reserves the right to reasonably limit the length of 
individual comments and/or the total amount of time allotted to public comments.  
Speakers may request their comments be heard during Public Comment instead of the time 
when the item is to be acted upon by the Board.  The Board may ask questions but may take 
no action on items addressed during the Public Comment period except to direct staff to 
prepare a report or to place the item on a future agenda.  If you desire a written response, 
please provide the secretary with your mailing address. 
Jake Peterson present.  No comment. 
 

5. Cash Report 
$98,081.23 Total Interfund Cash as of 5/31/13. 
Director Anderson asks about our last allotment. 
Secretary Patania states that we should be receiving our 5% allotment today, and that Bob 
Cummins estimated this to be $9,500. 
Chairman Kliewer asks about the progress with the Budget since we are at the end of our Fiscal 
Year. 
Chief Joyce states that he will report on this during the section of the Chief’s report.  He has a 
sheet that he will refer to that the Secretary provided him with regarding the budget. 
6. Old Business and Board Directives from Previous Meetings 

 
6a. Discussion and Possible Action on Reviewing to-date progress on Stale-Dated 
warrants.—Director Kliewer/Secretary Patania 
Secretary Patania states that she spoke with Orlyn Torafson, but that they have been swamped with 
Budget Hearings and have not been able to get to this item.  
Item tabled. 
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6b Discussion and Possible Action on installing a Generac Panel for the Generator at 
Station #1.—Director Anderson/Director Miller 
Director Anderson spoke to Steve at Mt Shasta Electric. They recommended a 60 KW, three-phase 
Kohler Diesel (not propane), outside, mounted on a slab, all new panel.  The Generac panel is not a 
viable option.  Somebody ended up with 19 a few years ago, and could not sell them, so it was 
donated.  Total cost would be $43,080.  He would recommend looking at the engine on the current 
generator. 
 
Chief Joyce states that it runs, but it will not put out any power. 
 
Director Anderson states that there is a gentleman in Redding that can do the winding, and that 
will cost $4,000-5,000 to do.  He states that if we set it on a concrete slab, and get a good-size 
diesel tank.  He recommends that we get a couple of bids by getting the model #, etc… 
 
Chief Joyce states that he will bug Mike who does the water.  He already has stated that he owes 
him, and he would like to see what KW he thinks that we need. 
 
Director Miller asks what the KW of Hammond Ranch was. 
 
Director Anderson states that it was between 9.5-11.  They are able to run everything on this. 
 
Chief Joyce states that we do not need three-phase.  We have so many spare bottles that we could 
go for months, and that there is a county portable trailer that they can use if they need it. 
 
Director Anderson asks if they fill up scuba tanks. 
 
Chief Joyce states that we can, they do this for Gordo down at Lake Siskiyou.  He will have 
Johnathan look into this more.  He is doing some research on what is wrong with it, what it is rated 
at, and what it is putting out.   
 
Director Miller states that we used it for Fourth of July in the past. 
 
Chief Joyce states that they used it on an incident on I-5. 
 
Director Miller states that it is noisy; a conversation can’t be carried on.  It is a gasoline.  An oldie 
but a goodie.  Would it be better to take that flathead out and put a 10-o in there? 
 
Director Anderson asks about zoning, etc…that we need to comply with? 
 
Director Miller states that he does not know. 
 
Director Anderson states that they will wait to hear from Chief Joyce and Asst Chief Duncan. 
 
Director Miller is waiting for the word to get the propane cylinder that is to be donated.  It is sitting 
out; it may need to be painted. 
 
Director Anderson asks if it is the same size as Hammond. 
 
Director Miller states that it is.  It is a good tank.   
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Director Kliewer tables this item for next month. 
 
6c. Discussion and Possible Action on reviewing current medical benefits with a 
possible change from Anthem to a new entity.—Chief Joyce  
Chief Joyce states that he will not have any new updates on this from Nicole Pennington. 
 
Director Kliewer asks if Chief Joyce can contact Nicole Pennington in the next month. 
 
Secretary Patania states that the Affordable Health Care act will not go into effect until January 
2014. 
 
6d. Discussion and Possible Action on reviewing the possibility of placing a monthly 
column in the Mt Shasta Herald for the MSFPD.—Director Anderson 
Chief Joyce does not want to put information in the paper from other departments.  The biggest 
thing is to put our responses in. 
 
Director Anderson states that we can put this in, along with other announcements of what the 
District is doing. 
 
Chief Joyce states that he does not want to get other entities upset.  He would like to check with 
Matt Melo.  We can start with the incidents. 
 
Director Anderson asks that we keep this on the agenda, and perhaps we can do this jointly with 
the City. 
 
Director Kliewer states that we are coming up on the Fourth of July celebration, is there anything 
that we could comment on in the paper prior to the fourth? 
 
Chief Joyce asks if Director Anderson was going to get together with Tom. 
 
Director Anderson states that at this point he cannot even get his boat out on the water. 
 
Chief Joyce states that last year was better than the one before. 
 
Director Anderson states that Reynolds is donating buoys. 
 
Chief Joyce suggests that Director Anderson get together with Tom Haistings because it is his 
company that closes the North Shore road.  Then we can put the information out through the 
District. 
 
Director Miller states that the Barbeque and Yard Sale is through the Auxiliary. 
 
Chief Joyce states that we can put a blurb. 
 
Secretary Patania states that we can put this in the community events calendar for free once we 
know the date from Director Libby. 
 
Director Kliewer tables this item. 
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6e. Discussion and Possible Action on placing a public service announcement in 
paper for District wide effort to clean up private roads.—Director Libby 
Chief Joyce states that we have the written document, and that we can put this in the paper. 
 
Director Anderson states that it would be best to put it in the paper. 
 
Director Kliewer asks Chief Joyce to get together with Director Libby. 
 
Director Anderson states that Skye Kincaide is ready, and needs it by Thursday of this week. 
 
6f. Discussion and Possible Action on creating a Memo of Understanding between the 
City of Mt Shasta and the MSFPD regarding reimbursement for Strike Team 
Payments.—Chief Joyce/Secretary Patania 
 
Secretary Patania states that she has been in contact with Ted Marconi of the city who has heard 
nothing from the County.  She also states that she contacted Jennie Ebejer by e-mail to ask if the 
five-party agreement was sufficient for reimbursement. 
 
Director Miller states that he has business with Ms. Ebejer and that he can ask her later in the 
week.  He feels it is important to talk to her since this is a common practice among the fire districts. 
 
Chairman Kliewer reflects that since the stale-dated warrants are in stall mode, and perhaps she is 
stuck.  Hopefully the general uproar in the auditor’s office is calming down and she can tend to this. 
 
6g. Discussion and Possible Action on amending current policies that discuss 
benefits to include the addition of the Simple IRA, with the inclusion of part-time 
employees.—Chief Joyce/Secretary Patania 
 
Chief Joyce asks if we have a policy on this. 
 
Secretary Patania states that we do not have a policy specifically for the IRA, just for the medical 
benefits. 
 
Director Kliewer asks for Chief Joyce to get some advice on this topic from Director Libby. 
 
7.   New Board Business and Possible Action 
 
7a. Discussion and Possible Action on Reviewing the approved motion from 5/13/13 
Regular Board meeting for lump sum IRA contributions of $3,000 per FT employee, 
and the necessity of making this a salary deferral with taxes with-held.—Secretary 
Patania 
 
Secretary Patania states that Kevin Charter advised that this has to be done as a salary deferral due 
to this being a lump sum payment, and the fact that this is a Simple IRA that can only do a 3% 
match.  
 
Director Anderson confirms that the net to the employee is $2770.50 per employee. 
 
Secretary Patania states that this is correct.   
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Director Kliewer asks if there are any questions.  This item is complete and can be removed from 
the agenda. 
 
7b. Discussion and Possible Action on the upcoming trial re: Christopher Baker set 
for 6/11/13.  Director Kliewer 
 
Director Kliewer states that we were encouraged not to send anyone official to the trial. 
 
Director Anderson states that last year he went on his own as a citizen. 
 
Director Kliewer states that he is curious regarding the reimbursement of the trial for those that 
would be attending, especially if they would be going for weeks at a time.  It is not really possible to 
reimburse if they go as a private citizen.  He states that we would not be able to speak to the 
newspaper, etc… 
 
Director Miller contacted Brian Morris, and that the liability would be that if the constituents ask 
about the trial, and you speak out of turn, it would not be good for the District.  He can attend at a 
private citizen.  Brian Morris states that if someone comes up to you, you would refer them to the 
District Attorney.  We would not get involved in commenting. 
 
Chief Joyce states that all of the subpoena’s that are going out are from Baker’s attorney. 
 
Secretary Patania states that we received a subpoena from Baker’s attorney for records.  This was 
delivered on May 28th, 2013 to the courthouse.  We have retained a copy of everything sent. 
 
Director Kliewer reads from the letter sent to Kathryn Barton, approved by County Counsel that 
was sent along with the records to the Courthouse. 
 
Director Miller asks if they subpoenaed for our audio records. 
 
Chief Joyce states that we do not have to keep our audio records after the minutes are approved. 
 
Director Miller states that he will ask John Quinn when would be a good day for the public to 
attend the trial. 
 
Director Kliewer thanks Director Miller for his research on this. 
 
7c. Discussion and Possible Action on reviewing the current Bylaws, specifically 
Article III, Section E, with regard to compensation for Board members.—Director 
Miller 
Director Miller reads aloud the above article from the Bylaws.  He also discusses the ethics training 
in relation to this. 
 
Director Kliewer states that he had Secretary Patania make copies of the ethics training. 
 
Director Miller states that Board members and employees are attending more training, and that 
they have to go to County Counsel, apply for loans with the County.  It becomes a financial burden 
to run these errands.  He has done the math, and has come up with a total based on minimum 
wage.  He is hoping that we reinstate the policy to reimburse the Board members $25 a meeting.  
He would like to see a thank you in the form of a reimbursement.  It is sort of like a stipend.  If a 
Board member does not want to accept this, he could refuse. 
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Director Kliewer refers to the ethics training that must be completed if the Board decides to take 
advantage of the reimbursement set forth in the Bylaws.  He reads from a document that shows 
what training they have to complete.  The ethics course has to be reviewed by another company. 
 
Secretary Patania states that because we have this clause in the Bylaws, County Clerk’s office states 
that it is advisable for the Board Director’s to complete the ethics training.  Also, that we could get 
credit through GSRMA for doing so. 
 
Director Kliewer states that he put the next item on the agenda for additional discussion.  He would 
like Director Libby to weigh in on this, so we need to think about how this affects Board members 
in the future.  We need to make a decision about how this would affect the Bylaws. 
 
Director Miller wants to include the Secretary in this discussion. 
 
Director Kliewer states that we can discuss this as we draw to the end of fiscal year, and that this is 
timely since we have some money in the Budget.  We may be able to make an amendment to the 
Budget for this item.   
 
Director Anderson states that we can use the Utility. 
 
Chief Joyce states that the Utility is the best for this.  He is not sure about how the Board members 
could be covered under our liability at $300 per person?  Fuel would be cheaper in this instance. 
 
Director Kliewer states that we will discuss this again at the next meeting. 
 
7d. Discussion and Possible Action on reviewing current travel reimbursement 
policies, laws, and the possibility of Board members being reimbursed for travel 
and/or training for necessary District business.—Director Miller/Director Kliewer 
Director Kliewer states that we have drifted into this in the last item. 
 
Chief Joyce states that there is a policy entitled “Seminar Attendance and Funding Procedure” in 
the agenda packet. 
 
Director Miller asks the Chairman if item 24.01, item “A” discusses administrative. 
 
Director Kliewer states that we would need to delineate the item in the policy to Board Members. 
 
Chief Joyce states that he would need to make a separate line item in the Budget for training, 
etc…for Board members.  He advises the Board that we need to look at Court Appearance pay, and 
our Travel Expense policy is only for employees.  We will need to add Board members to this. 
 
Secretary Patania adds that there is a website www.irs.gov/govt-entities that specifically discusses 
Board Members and how to be reimbursed for Travel, etc…she comments that she took a course 
over the phone on May 28, 2013 that discussed this in detail.  Once she gets the transcript from this 
course, she will forward this to each Board member. 
 
8. Next Regular Board Meeting Date: July 8, 2013 at 10:00A.M. 
Director Anderson thanks the Secretary for sending a reminder through Outlook that he can add to 
his calendar. 
 

http://www.irs.gov/govt-entities
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9. Chief’s Report and MSFPD Information Report to the Board. 
Chief Joyce recaps May’s incidents.  See Chief’s Report for full details.  Call volume was 28, average 
response time was 6.32 minutes (an increase from previous month due to calls the Hearst 
property), and average responders per call were 6.  One vegetation fire, two unauthorized burnings, 
one traffic collision, 13 medical aids, two haz-mat incidents, three public assists, one false-alarms, 
and five canceled en routes. 
 
Director Miller states that Duncan contacted him about sending the water tender up to Medford for 
repairs on Friday, and that Lori Ludden from Hammond Ranch agreed to cover the District, as well 
as Vern Swenson’s water tender. 
 
Chief Joyce adds that we also had Dan Padilla available with his tender. 
 
Chief Joyce states that he just returned from a week long fire land training class in Butte County 
that helps determine the origin of fires.  This will come in handy with investigating fires that we get.  
60% of all wildland fires are arson.  It was a good class, even though it was 102 degrees. 
 
Our two seasonals started June 1, 2013.  We give them re-hire rights from the previous year.  This 
goes from June 1-Oct. 31, 2013.  The two seasonal are Chris O’Neill and Jake Peterson.  They are 
both engineers and can drive all of our equipment. 
 
Director Miller states that they have both completed the paramedic training. 
 
Director Kliewer states that they need a new t-shirt. 
 
Chief Joyce states that they have name tags. 
 
Chief’s hours for May were 191 and Asst. Chief 205 hours. 
 
Chief Joyce has the Secretary copy the spreadsheet of Phase Two actual with totals from the 
preliminary budget.  It shows that we were under budget in almost every single item. 
 
Director Anderson asks if we are in need of new equipment. 
 
Chief Joyce states that we always need equipment, but not a new engine at this time. He states that 
Sam Lanier is working on a grant for gear. 
 
10. Discussion and Possible Action on Accepting Donations. 
None. 
 
11. Fund Transfers. 
None. 
 
12. Payment of Bills. 
Director Anderson motions to pay the bills, Director Miller seconds the motion.  Director Kliewer 
asks about Sam Lanier from Fire What.  He forgets where this comes from in the budget. 
 
Chief Joyce states that this is Line item three and four for Structure and Wildland Personal 
Protective Equipment. 
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Director Miller asks what he does with the old ones. 
 
Chief Joyce states that this depends.  Many would be donated to the college.  They would keep 
items from 2004 forward and get rid of the items from before then. 
 
Director Kliewer asks for a vote on paying the bills.  Motion carries 4-0. 
 
Director Anderson asks if each of these trucks has full medical gear. 
 
Chief Joyce states that they do, and that all equipment has medical gear on it. 
 
Director Kliewer asks about radios and pagers. 
 
Chief Joyce states that we have a grant in for 50/50 match for these.  We are not short on pagers 
right now because he has had them repaired. 
 
13.  Board Comments and Questions: At this time, members of the Board may ask 
questions of staff, request that reports be made at a later date, or ask to place an item on a 
subsequent agenda on any subject within the Committee’s jurisdiction.  In addition, the Board 
members may take this opportunity to make comments on any topic that is not on this 
agenda; however, no deliberation may be conducted and no decision may be made on such 
topics. 
Director Kliewer asks for an update on the sleeper program. 
 
Chief Joyce states that they have an outline for what they expect for the sleepers.  Two are leaving for jobs 
with the forest service.  They are required to do their two 24-hour shifts.  They have finished the academy, 
and if they stay after the summer, they have to take classes.  Having them available to go on strike teams is 
good for us. 
 
Director Kliewer asks if our total number of volunteers is good. 
 
Chief Joyce states that Paul Luis is the only Cal-Fire employee that ever comes by.  The numbers of 
volunteers are still the same 15-20, with 7 that show up.  It is not great, but it is ok.  The City only has a few, 
Dunsmuir has a bunch.  The City only had three people on their engine at the last call they had.  It is good for 
us to work together.  We had four on our engine 4612.   
 
Director Miller asks about SCBA tanks.  How many are coming up for hydro-testing?  Is it in the budget? 
 
Chief Joyce states that it is seven years for the carbon-fiber ones.  All the ones on our equipment are only two 
years old.  We are supposed to be getting eight more from a grant through Sam Lanier.  He thinks we have 
plenty. 
 
Director Miller is also curious about fit test for the personnel, and if it is still done at the station.  Also, water 
resource maps? 
 
Chief Joyce states that we typically do this in January, and that this is good for a year.  We do this with a bag.  
He also comments that we have a water map, but that they have not been updated.  Duncan has updated 
quite a few.  He is trying to figure how we can get lat and longs on each one to make it even better. 
 
14.  Adjournment. 12:00 p.m. 
 

 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
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Sarah Patania 
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